


ea =e lee. 





creation; , 


MASONIC } GASKET. 


BY EBENEZER CHASE. 
eS 
tnd now abideth rary, HOPE, cuaRtYr, these three; but the greatest ¥ 


these is CMARITY.”’ 


Sr. Pavt. 





~[No. Th] 





—_— ee ee eee 


ENFIELD, N. H. AUGUST, A. L. 5624. 


Vot. IE If. 





From the Masonic Register. 
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BY COMPANION SAMUEL WOCDWORTH. 


The small degree of goodness 
and truth which is first implanted 
in the mind of an atvakened peni- 
tent, may be very aptly compared 
to “a grain of mustard-seed,” 
which, from being “‘the least of all 
the seeds,” will gradually and im- 
perceptibly grow and increase, un- 
til it becomes large enough for 
“the fowls of the air to ledge in 
its branches.” For as the earth 
bringeth forth fruit by a gradual 
process, ‘“‘ first the biade, then the 
ear, then the full corn in the ear,” 
so does the human mind, by a cor- 
responding process, gradually and 
almost wtmperceptibly advance in 
the life of religion, until the whole 
tian becomes regenerated—until 
the whole lump becomes leavened. 

Among enlightened masons, 
these diflerent degrees of good- 
ness and truth in the mind, and 
their fruits in the life and conduct, 
are compared to a great variety 
of objects whose nature and quali- 
ty are calculated to illustrate them. 
Thus, for instance, they are some- 
times compared to the six days of 
sometimes to the six 
working days of the week; and 


at other times to six ascending steps, 


leading to the seventh, or landing. 
In short, there are numerous ob- 
jects in the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral kingdoms, to which. ma- 
sons resort for such comparisons 
Vou. H. 
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}} and illustrations—and, among oth- 
jj ers, the different qualities of of metals, 


in ascending from the basest m9, 
lowest, to the purest and highest 
in value, must not pass unnoticed, 
The rise and progress of religion 
in the soul is often thus illustrated 
in the holy scriptures on which 
our Mystic institution is founded ; 
as where it is said, in Isaiah, * For 
brass, I will bring gees and for 
tron, | will bring silver; and for 
wood, brass ; and for stones, iron : 
| will also make thy officers peace. 
and thine exactors righteousness.” 
“Thou shalt call thy wails sa!va- 
tion, and thy gate praise.’”’* In 
this passage, gold, brass, and wood, 
have a mutual correspondence, 
and signify different degrees of 
goodness, or affections appertain- 
ing to the human will; and silver 
tron, and stone, have also a mutuak 
correspondence, signifying differ- 
ent degrees of spiritual knowledge © 
or truth, appertaining to the hu- 
man inderstain ding. 

When the industrious and faith 
ful fellow-craft, has wrought a due 
season in stone and wood, and be- 
Come an expert “artificer in iron 
and brass,°t he is eonsidered wor 
thy to be advanced another step 
on the pavement of the right-an- 
gled oblong square, which forms 
the outer court of thetemple. Af- 
ter being duly prepared, therefore, 
by a necessary state of humiliation, 
he is conducted forward to the al- 
tar, and submits to a purifying pro- 


tGen. QW, 9%: 
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335 of which a pariicular descrip- 
‘ion would here be improper. 

So itis with the spiritual mason 
in the mysterious process of his in- 
fcrnal purification. When his per- 
rerted uaderstanding and polluted || 

will, have become so far reduced 
40 onaet as to be receptive of the 
feast degree of truth and coodiless, 
be is then Jed forward by the Lord, 
fo be washed in the purifying la- 
vers of temptation, preparatory to 
the great sacrifice he is about to 
offer on the brazen altar of repen- 
tance. ‘This is perhaps the most 
trying and awful period in the 
pilerim’s journey “frem death un- 
io lite,” and is, consequently, the 
first one which produces «any 
works or fruits of repentance: 
But even these are av yet viiant- 
nate ; for the third day of creation, 
we read, produced no living ani- 
mal, but ouly “the tender “herb, 
end the tree bearing fruit.” 

‘The sacrifice which the spiritu- 
al mason is now called upon to 
nuke, is no less than that of his 
vaiural life! I do not mean the 
animal lite of the corporeal body, 
but a life which is still moré dear 
io him—the life of his sensual af- 
fections and 
his self-iove, love of the world, 
love of dominion, pridé, bigbdtry, 
coveteousness——every thing, in 
short, that tends to render him an 
unfit “temple of the living God.” 
‘Uhe inferval spirts, who had here- 
{Afore tempted him through the 
medium of these unhallowed affec- 
tions and tu:oughts, are now aware 
that their dominions over him is 
shout to be destroyed by the sac- 
rifice of these avenues of commu- 
nication. ‘Chey therefore redoub- 
le thefr assaults, and make the most 
desperate attempts to reduce him 
to 2 level with themselves, by rob- 
hing him of the divine worp which 
the Jord has sown in his under- 

slanding. In this state ef tempta- 
‘ion, ad im all others, the Lord 


polluted” thoughts ;- 
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fights for Lim; and though the nas’ 
tural mau is sfain in the contest, 


the aiket nfan is “@sed In tri 


urnph, to the confusion and des- 
_truction of his former enemies. 

Now arises the third bright 
morning of his new creation, after. 
an evening of temptation, darkness, 
and distress). The good seed 
which has been sown in his mind, 
from the storehouse of the Word of 
God, begins to spring up; the 
ground is clothed’ with verdure;. 
and briugs forth “the tender herb ; 
the herb yielding seed after his 
kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed is in itself after his 
kind.”?> One good action begets 
another, as if it had seed within it- 
self, 

In this early state of régenera- 
tion, the penitent person (from an 
internal impulse) begins to dis- 
course piously and devoutly, and 
to perform what le considers good 
works; but which, as before sta- 
ted, are inanimate, because he sup- 
poses that the truths he speaks,~ 
and the gdéod actions he performs, 
originate in himself; whereas the” 
real case is, that all goodness, and 
alf truth are from the Lord alone, 
which will be perceived and ac- 
knowledged in a subsequent stage 
of the regenerate life. But how- 
ever humble, low, and imperfect, 
are these first fruits of repentance, 
they are still graciously accepted 
by our beneficent Creator, whose 
condescending and enéouriging 
mercy, deigns to pronounce them 

good. ‘“ And the Lord saw that it” 

was good. Afd the evening was, 
and the morning was, the third 
day.” 

A master-mason’s lodge (in. 
which are conferred and received © 
only the three first degrees) ig 
the otter court of the mystic tem- 
ple, of which a royal arch chapter” 
is the sanctuary, separated by a’ 


veil from the sanctum sanctorwin. - 
On attending to the description’ of 














Sslornonts temple, in the first book 
of Kings, it will be found that the 
materials, ornaments, and furniture 
of the outer court, were all of stone, 


wood, and brassy while those of 
the sanctuary were either of solid 
gold and silver, or of other materi- 
als thickly overlaid and covered 
with those precious metals. 

_ The lessons of instruction which 
enlightened masons derive’ from 
the contemplation of these facts, 
are many and-important. We are 
hereby instructed not to rest con- 
tented with those small attainments 
in religion which have within 
them scarcely any spiritual life, 
but to press forward in pursuit of 
higher and more useful acquire- 
ments. We are taughi not to be 
satisfied with iron and brass, when 
silver and gold are within our reach; 
not to remain in the porch of the 
temple, when we_have the privi- 
lege of entering the sanctuary, and 
enjoVing all its sublime and edify- 
ing delights. It is true that the 
children of Reuben and Gad chose 
to take up their residence on “this 
side Jordan ;” but they first cros- 


sed over inl valiantly assisted. 


their brethren to conquer their 
common enemies, and drive them. 
from the Promised Land. We 
must also “fight the good fight of 
faith,” and Teduce our. spiritual 
foes to subjection and tribute. If 
ever we become subjects of the. 
kingdom of Heaven, (which is our 
promised land) we shall find it 
within us ; but we can never pos- 
sess or enjoy its blessings, until 
we have first fought, conquered, 
and subdued the numerous ene- 
mies which infest it. I allude to 
our unruly passions, vicious pro- 
‘pensities, and evil habits. These 


are the Canaanites, Jebusites, ic. 
which we must drive ont of our 
bosoms “ by little and little.” 
In masonry, an entered apprentice 
bears burdens of rough and shape- 
tess stones; a fdlow-tr aft smooths. 
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shapes, and fits them for US@ § fis 
master-mason aranges them in their 
proper situations, and cements 
them together for, the foundation 
or walls of the edifice he is em- 
ployed te erect. The principal 
working-tool of a master-mason is, 
consequently, the trowel, the use 
of which is ingeniously explained 


' to all who receive the third de- 


gree, 


But the truly enlightened m2- 


son, who Jooks deeper than the 


mere surface of things, readily 


perceives that a. much more im- 


portant and edifying signification 
is involved in this, section of the 
lecture. He learns from it, that 


every sincere penitent, who has 


advanced thus far in the regener- 
ate life, is industriously empioy- 
ed in reducing to an orderly ar- 
rangement the various truths de- 
rived from the Word of God, 
which he unites and cements to- 
gether as the tenéts, doctrines, oz 
foundation-stones of his spiritual 
temple. He also perceives the 
necessity of being careful that 
such doctrines are all genuine 
truths—that these apparent stones, 
are not artificial—that they are 
not formed of clay, hardened in 
the fire of his own lusts and concu- 
pisences. He feels the impor- 
tance also, of their being joined 
together with the heavenly ce 
ment of love and charity, and not 
with the untempered mortar of his. 
ewn corrupt affections. He reo 
members the. ancient masons of 
Babel, who had “brick for stone, 
and slime for mortar.” They be- 
gan to frame. doctrines for them- 
selves, not:founded in truth, bnt 
accommodated to favour and justi- 
fy the indulgence of their own 
fiery lusts and passions, which in 
the beautiful language of inspira- 
tion is signified by burning bricks. 
They persuaded themselves ané 
each other to believe that which. 


| was false. in order that they might 
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Beipe the scorpion lash of con- 
science. ‘They wished “to build 
a city and a tower, wiiose top 
might reach to heaven,” in order 
to make themselves a name; but 
instead of erecting it of stene and 
moriar, they substituted drtck and 
bviumen. In other words, instead 
ef founding their doctrines on truth, 


and confirming them by a life of 


goodness ; they frarsed them in er- 
ror, shaped them to snit their own 
defiled propensities, and stack them 
together with the siime and pitch 
ofiniguity. And what was the aw- 
ful consequence? Division, confu- 
sion, judement, and hnal dispersion, 
were the necessary result of these 
jinpious labours, and “the builders 
of Babel were scattered abroad.” 
I contemplating this instructive 

Picture, the spiritual mason is 

taug¢ht to take warning by their 

example, and to draw the materi- 
als jor building hiss temple from 

‘we inexhanstable stock prepared 

in the Holy Word. Thus, if he 

hears the words of the Lord. and 
lives a life conformable therewith, 
he will, like a wise man, build his 
honse upon a reck; and though 
the rains descend, and the floods 
come, and the winds blow, and beat 
upon that house, it cannot fall, for 
it is founded on a rock. 
Thus works of pious Zeal 
From true repentence flow, 
And the nrw man exults to feel 
A Heaven begun below. 

An Address on the Principle: of Ma- 
sonry, delivered in Versailles, on 
the JInniversary of St. John the 
everett, December 27th, A. D. 


»> 5993 


§23, J. L. 5823, at the request 
of Il and-Mark Lodge, No. 41, and 
Webb Chapter, No. 6. By Com- 
panion Crartes S. Biss, of Frank- 
tort Chapier, No. 3. 

Compantons, Brorners, anp Frrenps, 
| cannot proceed to the task, 
vhieh bhave undertaken, without 
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first expressing my gratitude for 
the kind regard yen have evincedy 
in making me your humble orgay 
on this cccasion. The selection is 
stil mere pleasing, when I see 
around me many Companions so 
greatly superior in the knowl. 
edge of Our mysteries, who have 
so diligently wrought for the good 
of the craft, and whose work has 
been for years stamped with the’ 
seal of approbation. 

We have met to celebrate ths 
birth-day of St. John the Evangel- 
ist, Masonry’s ornam ent, the C hris- 
thun’s polar star. And while we 
rejoice forthe privilege, which - 
this day enjoy, let us sympat’ e 
with our brothers in another« or 
ter of this giobe, whose lib jes 
are grasped by the iron har. of 
tyr anny. Happily for us, we live 
under’a wise and just government, 
securing to all, the right of con- 
science and of religious tree edomy 
the right of ming eling together in 
secret assembly, of forming associ- 
ations of every kind, not inconsist- 
ent with the necessary operations 
of government. No guilty, suspi- 
clous tyrant rules our land, tremb- 
line lest every secret nieeting be 
a conspiracy to overturn his’ lave 
less power; who appoints his min- 
isters of iniquity to watch our ac- 
tions,;and make report to their 
more tafemrodk master. Our goy- 
ernment has left us free to think, 
to speak, and to act, leaving our 
religions and moral conduct to the 

Grand H igh Priest of Heaven, alone 
the rightful judge. 

To every institution professing 
to promote either the spiritual or 
temporal advancement of human 
happiness, the fostering hand of 
society should, by the strictest 
rules of justice, be extended. Let 
him, who draws a dagger against 
such an institution, arrest the blow, 
and ask if it can be proved to the 
world that its motives are bad? Is 
its influence pernicious? Is its rex” 
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ai object known % Is it understood? 
Or is it condemned unheard, wiih- 
out atrial? Until these questions 
can be answered, iet him, with a 
apirit of mildness and charity, with- 
hold the tongue of slander. 

There are impianted in human 
nature, good and bad qualities. 
The former or the iatter will pre- 
dominate, in proportion to the op- 
portunities of cultivation. ‘The 
youthful mind, unless strongly coun- 
geracted, will always run in that 
channel, which the first juvenile 
lessons, the first principles of edu- 
cationthave opened; and, like a 
rapid river, the longer it flows in 
the same channel, the steeper are 
its banks, the greater is the dith- 
culty of diverting its course. Up- 
on the cultivation of our good qual- 
ities, and the control of our evil 
propensiues within certain limits, 

the happiness of man greatly de- 
pends. Does not the pleasure aris- 
ing from virtyous deeds constitute 
our most grateful feelings, our 


greatesi source of real enjoyment ?. 


Does not ihe improveme: nt of the 
social affections «ameliorate the 
condition of society’ Does not a 


proper restraint upon our evil pro- | 
pensities promote the welfare of 


the human family? Should we 

not be generous, charitable, and 
affectionate ? Are not these qual- 
ities a source of pleasure to our- 
selves, and of comfort and happi- 
ness to others? He, who gives alms 
from his superfluities, feels an 
emotion more pleasurable than 
any, which spring up in the heart 
of the poor wretch, who has been 
relieved. To all these interrogato- 
ries the answer is plain; none but 
an affirmative can be given. 

This, then, is the design of Ma- 
sonry: ‘To cultivate the good feel- 
ines of our nature; to promote our 
own happiness, and that of our fel- 
iow. men. It tells us to live in 


peace and harmony with each oth- 
ir;.to settle our differences in a 
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manner; to limi 


mild and friendly 
our desires, to control our anger, 
to banish the spirit of revenge from 
our bosoms; to be prudent, tem- 


perate and discreet; to adhere, 
with rigid exactness, to truth; to 
preserve inviolate the confidence 
reposed in us; to do unto others as 
we would they should do unto us; 
to be upright, moral men. Mason 

ry is nothing but that code of nio- 
rality, which is binding on the con- 
sciences of all. 

Such are its precepts. To say 
that any of us ceme up to them in 
practice, would be a compliment 
that no man deserves. Human nae 
ture must change, before we car 
arrive at perfection. It would be 
nothing more than candor requires, 
to say that none of us adhere as 
closely to these rules as we might. 
But let the reproach fali upon us ; 
not on the institution. We know 
that inany, who have been receiv. 
ed amongst us, deviate widely from 
the Hues marked out tor theiz pur- 
suit; that they-stray,” like jest 
sheep, from the fold of Masonry. 
But their conduct does not pass un- 
noticed, Tears of sorrow and res 
eret are shed for the darkness of 
their ways. ‘They are gently and 
affectionately admonished, throuch 
the means of true and faithful 
friends. ‘The consequences , of 
their aberrations are faid before 
them; the portrait is drawn with- 
out flattery. But if, notwithstand- 
ing all our exertions, they still per- 
severe in vice and immorality; if 
they are scen fast approaching to 
Charybdis, and the anchor of hope 
is forever lost, the cable, which 
tied them fo us, must be cut, and 
we, as Masons, must hail them no 
more. f 

We are apprised, that in some 
narts of our country, the stern hand 
of opposition (we would regret to 
say malice or hatred) has been 
raised against us. But I hope we 
are disposed to consider it with a 
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true spirit of charity. We know 
that such is the fate of every one; 
phat diversity of opinion is natural ; 

hat prejudice against the most 
virtuous of our race sometimes pre- 
vails; that hatred is often contract- 
ed without cause, and sometimes be- 
Jore the object is seen or known. Our 
opposers may lessen us, as men, in 
ihe eyes of the world; but the ar- 
rows they shoot at us, as Masons, 

are pointiess ; without inflicting a 
wound, they fall to the ground and 
are trampled under foot. We are 
fully conscious of the rectitude of 
our intentions, and ‘we await the 
day when jhe Grand Master above 
shall decide whether we have wan- 
dered more widely than others, 
from the way marked out. 

But there is a reason why the 
light of Masonry is not more seen 
and noticed by the world, and 
which may in part account for 
these prejudices against it, that 
will strike every Companion and 
Brother as perfectly true. The 
duties imposed upon man are both 
active and passive. Many of his 
most important duties are passive, 
consisting in restraint ‘upon his 
feelings and passions; not requiring 
any overt act. Fortitude is a yir- 
tue not less useful than the most 
active, daring courage; but does 
it call forth the same public ap- 
plause? Thus Masonry teaches us 
any virtues, not calculated to at- 
tract the attention of the world, be- 
cause they are passive. 

It has been said, that we assem- 
ble without any definite object in 
view, merely for the purpose of 
mirth and amusement. Would the 
sages and heroes, who have hon- 
ored our order, wou!d that saint, 


whose birth dav we celebrate; 


have entered a building erected 
for such idle purposes? But we 
need net travel back so far; there 
are, and have been men belonging 
to this Lodge, on whose characters 


Within a few months past, it has 
pleased the Almighty to take from 
you three highly esteemed and val, 
uable citizens.* ‘They were Ma. 
sons. You respected and admired 
them. They were fraught with 
every virtue that could render 
them dear, and adorned with every 
| quality that could make them nse- 
| ful in the humble walks of private 
life. The tears of a father have 
| fallen upon the grave of his only 
son, the prop of his declining years, 
torn away in the midst of his use- 
fulness. ‘Che wife has parted with 
hercompanion. In nightly dreams, 
recollection traces his features, 
and in sweet converse with him 
she wakes. But, alas! where is 
he? He has gone to that “ bourne 
from whence no traveller returns ;” 
he has ascended into Abraham’s 
bosom. Would these men have 
devoted themselves to such degra- 
dation? Would:they haye knelt 
| at an altar dedicated to infamy or 
| folly? No; they would havespurn- 
edsucha society; they would have 
trembled, lest such conduct should 
call down the wrath of God upen 
their heads. 

But it is said, by way of re- 
proach, that we are: Deists. Yes, 
brethrén, in the original and prop- 
er sense of the word, we are Deists. 
We believe in the eternal, uncre- 
ated God, omniscient, omnipresent, 
and omnipotent, the great I An. 
who endowed man with mind, the 














reasoning : who gave to the rain- 
bow its beautiful colours, and form- 
ed all variegated nature; who bade 
the ocean ebb and flow, nd it obey- 
ed; who spake the Universe into 
existence, and decked the Heav- 
ens with unnumbéred stars, each 
the centre ofasystem; who walkg 


* William Steele, jun. Joseph 
Crockett, jun. a member of the Bap- 
tist church, and Joseph W. Bryscty 








Such at aspersion would not rest. {] a member of the Methodist church 


social affections and the power of 























deep,” and “flieth upon the wings 
of the wind.” Such is the God, 
before whom Masons are taught to 
bow, and in this sense we are De- 
ists. But if, by that. term, it is in- 
tended to confine us to a sect, we 
spurn the appellation. ‘The soul 
of Masonry expands toe freely to 
be contained within the circle of 
asectarian doctrine. Its principles 
are catholic ; its limits are co-ex- 
tensive with the light of reason aad 
of knowledge, with the progress 
of morality throughout the werld. 
The existence of a Supreme be- 
ing is the only article of our creed. 
The worthy, of every denomina- 
tion, are invited to its altar. It 
speaks to them, saying, ‘Ask, and 
ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shali be open- 
ed unto you.” Who compose the 
members of our Lodges and Chap- 
ters? Do swe banish all believers 
in Christianity, or are they found 
amongst us clothed with the badg- 
es of Masonry? Are there not Min- 


isters of the Gospel, of almost ev- 


ery denomination, who wear our 
clothing? There are amorgst us 
men of every trade, denomination 
and profession. ‘Phe principles of 
Masonry commenced with man, 
and when rightly understood, are 
nothing more than natural laws, 
It has existed from time immemo-; 
rial, unlimited by tenets, knowing 
no distinction between men, save 
ihat which virtue makes. 

The difficult part of my task yet 
remains. My female audience per- 
haps will ask for a satisfactory rea- 
son why they are excluded from 
participation in the work of the 
eraft. We answer, because they 
need no secret sign, ‘l’heir potent 
charms disarm the murderer, and he 
kneels, a suppliant at the shrine of 
beauty. Because, at each step as 
we advance in Masonry, the dan- 


gers to which we are exposed, are 


greater, the labors are more ardty 
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If we should permit them-4o 
undertake such onerous toils, the 


ous. 


voice of reason would call aloud, 

and bid us not transgress the order 

of nature. Should the lamb be 

made a beast of burden? Should 

the timid, modest-nymph, 

“‘ With fancy blushing, at the doubt 
tul breeze 

% Adarmed, and starting like thie 
fearful fawn,” 


be exposed to perils that shake 
the warrior’s nerve? Nature 
would frown to see her order thus 
reversed, Man should love and 
protect the female sex. They are 
our solace in adversity, the part- 
ners of our joy. "Lis not their 
part to mingle in tumultuous scenes. 
They flow down the current of 
life, pure, chaste and lovely, like 
the clear stream that winds through 
some sequestered glade, its waterg 
yet unstained. 

May I be permitted, brothers, 


| to enquire if there ar¢@ ary amongst 


you, who are not always guided by 
Masonic principles? Are there ; any 
in your Lodge, whe spend their 
time in idieness, who pursue no 
honest employment as a means of 
subsistence? Are there any, who 
make no exertions to be useful to 
society? If such be found, point to 
the emblems of Masonry ; 
what lesson we learn from the bec- 
hive. Js itmnoet to remind us that 
mental or bodily labor is necessa- 
ry; that an appearunce of idleness 
should be avoided? Can we sym- 
pathise so deeply with him, whose 
bark is wrecked for want of exer- 
tion to save it? If aceident or mis- 
fortune has overtaken a worthy 
brother, we listen to his tale of 
woe, and are ready to supply his 
wants, as far as we can without 

material injury to ourselves, or to 
our families. But shall he claim 
wages, who has not wrought tn the 


asic 


forest, nor exhwbite! specunens-of hey | 
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work% Tow could such an one ask 
charity of a brother? How could 
he take the hard earnings of labor? 
It is the duty ef you, who have 
passed the outer courts of the Taber- 
nacle, to watch over the conduct 
ef the cratt; to see that they all 
come on in des time; to instruct 
them how to square their actions 
towards all mankind ; to give them 


‘a right understanding of the use of 


the Compasses. When you see a 


_brother going astray, neglecting 


his masonic duties, speak to him in 
tones of affection; admonish him 
to turn from his evil ways; place 
in his view the rewards of virtue, 
the consequences of vice. Admo- 
nitions coming from you, will have 
weight; they may produce a re- 
formation. 

Companions and Brothers, in our 
good conduct as Masons, the craft 
throughout the world are interest- 
ed. ‘The more our lives resemble 
the lamb-skin or white leather apron, 
the more cordially wiil we be 
greeted by our brothers, to what- 
ever country fortune’s current may 
drift us. The fraternity univer- 
sally, are interested in the building 
of our masonic edifice. They de- 
lirht in seeing our work regiar, 
the corner stone properly laid, the 
trowel diligently used in spreading 
the cement of bre “herly leve. To 
preserve the character of our Lodg- 
es and Chapters. we should pro- 
ceed with a cautious, trembling 
step. It cannot be too often given 
in charge to us, fo mark well every 

entering into end going forth of. the 

Tubernecle. Let us be lvnx-evyed, 
when examining the quali ‘fications 
of candidotes for admission. Take 
ths os the true and correct rule to 
guide our decisions, that he, who 
is not a Mason by nature. can never 
become a Mason by human aid 
a'one. Can we change base met- 
als info gold? Can we build an ed- 
‘thout any of the materials? 

.4u We create man anew, and give 
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him that which his maker hgs de- 
nied? The requisite qualities of 
the head and heart must exist pre- 
vious to reception into our order, 
These qualities may be heighien- 
ed, improved, and refined; but 
they cannot be fixed in a bosom 

which before was empty. The 
rough ashler may be polished; but 
it cannot be changed from one spe- 
cies of stone to another. A sound 
judgment and a good heart are 
qualities which every one should 
possess, before he is bound by the 
mystic tie. A masonic building, 
whose foundation does not consist 
of these materials, cannot ‘be last- 
ing, cannot be useful. When 9 
candidate is presented, let not your 
good feelings towards him prevent 
arigid examination. By admitting 
him who is unqualified, you confer 
no benefit: you do yourselves a 
material and lasting injury. Can 
your friendship be ardent for a 
brother, who, you know, has tone 
for you? There must be recipro- 


city of feeling amongst us —The 


importance of the subject called 
forth these remarks. ‘They should 


_ not be easily forgotton. 


| hour-glass is 
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But while we finger here, the 

becoming empty. 
That event is rolling.on, which 
the Angel announced, “when, cloth- 
ed with a cloud, and a rainbow up- 
on his head, he set his right foot 
on the sea, and his left. on the 
earth, and “sware by Him that live 
eth forever and ever, that there 
should be time no longer.” liwe 
look around us at the infinite works 
of our Creator, we see nothing 
permanent. All animal and vege- 
table creation is in a continued 
state of change. The beautiful 


flowers that deck the plain, are - 


dcomed to wither at the approach 
of autumn, and turn again to dust. 
The lofty oak, that has braved the 
storms of twenty winters, falls at 


last from its proud eminence, a 


Not 


victim to the sythe of time. 
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from earth even up to Heaven. 
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is man, whose tprce of mind sub- 
dues ali animated nature, exempt 
from this universal decay. ‘To-day 
a Senate listens with rapture to 
his strains of eioquence; to-mor- 
row he is laid low in the dust, a 
lifeless lump of clay. Should not 
on remind us that our life is fleet- 
ing? Does not Masonry point to 
the cofiin, as the last, the certain 
receptacie of our mortal remains ? 
Are we properly ciad, to be ush- 


ered into the presence of our Grand 


High Priest in Heaven? Brothers, 
let us think of eternity. May our 
work be done with an eye to that 
never-ending hereafier, which Ma- 
sonry points out. May our faith 
be firm, our hope well founded, our 
charity boundiess. ‘I'hen shal! we 

climb the mystic ladder, which Ja- 
cob in his yision saw ascending 


ae 
A Masonic Address, dclivcred before 


Crestrr Loner, on the 12th of 
February, 1824, it being the first 
convention of « Lodge i an the cowi- 
ty of Meigs, Ohio. ” By ComPan- 
iON “SIMEON De Witt or 


Chester Lodge, Feb, 12, 1824. 
Brother S. D. W. Grows Phe 
undersigned have 
a committee, in behalf of the mem- 
bers of Chester Lodge, to return 
you their thanks for the ingenious 
and instructive address, delivered 
by you, before the Brethren of 
this Lodge, at its first convention, 
on the 12th of February, 1824, be- 
ing the year of Masonry, 5824— 
and request a copy for the press. 
RANDAL STIVERS, 
PETER GROW, 
GEORGE SAUNDERS. 


Chester, Meizs Co. Ohio, 
I ‘ebruary, A. L. 5624. 


Brethren,—The Address, defiv- 
ered to yon by me, from the Ori- 


fw 


| 


| 
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untarily. My youth and inexper. 
ence, in Masonic fundamental 
truths, would have prevented my 
assent to my ®ddress ippearing be- 
fore the public; but confiding in 
the superior judgment of my breth- 

en, as to its merits or demerits, 
and presuming that such a request 
would not have been mide, had 
they not the good of masonry at 
heart, therefore, feeling a wish to 


| be serviceable to mankind, and the 


Masonic family particularly, | nov 
submit it to your disposal. 
[ am, brethren, 
your’s fraternally, 
5. D. W. DROWN, 
Br. Ranpar STIVERS, ) 
Perer Grow, ( 


Gro. SavnpeERS, 


Committee, 
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BRETHREN, 




























the honor to be 
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ental Chair, devolved on me invol- 


'ed Masons, 


in the practice of its 
_it has too often been poliuted, 





Being appoiated to preside over 
Chester Lodge of Free and accept, 
1 shall endeavor to 
sketch, in as short and comprehen- 
siye a manner as possible, some of. 
the principles of the order, which 
have been handed down, inviola- 
bie, from time immemorial; tho’ 
sacred rites 


Fare Masonry isa subject which 
has engrossed the attention of 4 
vast multitude of people, The, 
use of Masonry, therefore, is to 
free the inind from the prejudices 
of ignorance and superstition, te 
adorn and improve, and ia partic 
ular, to give it juster and more 
enlarged conceptions than are the 
mere growth of rude nature. The 
great utility and importance . of 
masonry being thus apparent, an 
indispensible duty necessarily de- 
volves upon those who are ap poing 
ted guardians and proteciors oi the 
institution of Free Masonry. 

As Masons we are called upon 
more forcibly than any other c lass 
of men, to exhibit to the worid a 
sober, virtuous, moral and exem- 


plary life, have we not abundam 
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draw this conclusion. 


weason to rejoice, and ought we 
not rather ihan lament, when we 
gontrast our situation with thous- 
ands of the human race? My 
Brethren, Do you take this into 
consideration, that “where much 
is given much is to be required ?” 
‘The talent, with which we are 
intrusted, shines pre-eminently 
transcendent and is of superior 
value. Whatthen? Does it not 
behoove us to exert every faculty 
to make a wise improvement of 
our talent, and not suffer the intel- 
lectual powers, with which we 
are indued, to lie dormant. Let 
us embrace every opportunity to 
do good. Let us not pause be- 
cause there is a doubt that the at- 
tainment will be of magnitude. 
This duty is imposed upon us from 
the fact that every well informed 
and liberal minded citizen is wil- 


ling to do us the justice cf believ- | 


ing and acknowledging, that the 
original objects of our institution 
are of a highly interesting, impor- 
tant and useful tendency. ‘They 
see daily, and have seen enough 
of the consequences of Masonry 
and its acknowledged influence 
ypon society, to induce them to 
But on the 
contrary, by a portion of our fel- 
low citizens, who are unfortunate- 
ly deeply mantled in ignorance, 
and whose. understandings are 
warped by prejudice, Masonry is 
looked upon with a suspicious eye, 
asa sort of Ignis fatuus, or Jack- 
with-a-lantern, serving only to 
lead its devoted victims into ulti- 
mate immorality, ruin and death. 


But here let me stop to take a | 


cursory view of the young man 
who has been received amgng us 
to share in the rights, lights and 
denefits of masonry. 

Why may he not, if he feels 
disposed, to reject the allurements 


of vanity, to withstand the allusive | 


temptations presented to the im- 
Magination, be resolved to walk 


a Te ee : 
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of a Mason. 
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| conscienciously and uprightly, b¢ 


well received among mankind! 
Why may he not arrive at an em, 
inence of respectability and even 


‘superiority among his cotempora- 


ries, and so be conducted through 
this transitory life, with the ee 
will-and well wishes of his ieiiow 
travellers, enjoying a degree of 
happiness and seif satisfaction to 
which the ignorant and uniearued 
will be strangers, and then, at the 
time declining nature may no lon- 
ger be adequate to oppose the 
grim and terrific messenger, would 
he not be enabled to receive, with 


| composed tranquility, nis inevita. 


ble summons, and at the last be 
prepared to bequeath his body to 
the mother dust? If he pursued 
this course, 1 should call him an 
upright man, and worthy the name 
We alone then are 
able justly to appreciate the high 
and inestimable value of our mystic 
mstitution, and as the un-initiated 
have no other criterion by which to 
judge of our usefulness and worth, 


| except a yiew of our conduct, ae 


are imperiously called upon to let 
our light shine as the meredian 
brightness of the sun, so that the 
world may ‘be constrained to do 
that justice to the crear PRINCIPLES 
of the order, to which they are so 
justly and so deservedly entitled. 
The world will ever be inclin- 
ed to esteem and value, even mys 
TERY ITSELF, if its good principles 
are exhibited in the character and 
conduct of its votaries; if their 
walk be regulated by the square 
of virtue, and the compasses of rea- 
son, for in this case mankind will 
be compelled toyhonour, value and 
respect it. With what caution 
and vigilance then should we guard 
the avenue of admission, and op- 
pose the introduction of unprofita- 
ble members to the enjoyment of 
equal rights and privileges among 
us! Had none but meritorious, 
and such as are duly prepared and 
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be qualitied, been introduced, mason- 


ry would have been saved many a 
severe curse, which has been pro- 
nounced against her mysterious 
ceremonies and her votaries pre- 
served from much cersure ‘and 
persecution ; but sorry I am to say 
this is not the pleasing fact. ‘The 


door of admission has been too fre- 


uently and too widely opened, 
and I fear that some times unwor- 
thy candidates have not only been 
permitted, but invited and solicit- 
ed to enter, without being con- 
vinced of the sacred purity of our 
rights, or of the high bly interesting 
solemnities which e ahonld always 
pervade the truly masonic atmos: 

here around our consecrated re- 
treat. Seeing then, that our soci- 
ety is suffering, let us be diligent, 
faithful, independent and honest to 


ourselves, and to the interests of 
| the craft, which has been commit- 


ted to our trust; thus shall we re- 

eem masonry from the numerous 
objections and foul charges under 
which it at present rests, and ever 
will rest, until the faithful mem- 
bers of this and every lodge shall 
become regular intheir attendance, 
and interested in the success of ma- 
sonry, scrutinizing and reproying 
the conduct of the members, and 
determined to raise their hand and 
voice against the admission of ey- 
ery oné, who, upon the “ap lica- 
tion of fhe plump-line, até not 
npright before Ged and man.” = It 
is by the introduction of such stran- 
gers among us that our ancient and 
honorable institution has fallen into 
such disrepute with the pious and 
candid. Let then, my brethren, 
our future course of conduct here 
commence with this new Lodge in 
Chester, and be such as to silence 
the tongue of slander; and let not 


~ the foul breath of envy tarnish the 


bright escutcheon of our reputa- 
tion. Is one of our members dis- 
honest in his princi iples ’ ? Unjust in 
his dealings ? Profane’ in bis Jan- | 


| in his breast? By no means. 
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guage? ‘And loose in his moral 
duct ?—He not only sl oaliadiee 
prospect of his brethren, but de, 
grades the institution in the eyes 
of the world. Is he intemperate ? 
He disgusts all his sober brethren. 
and diminishes the value of the 
craft. Is he a despiser and mock- 
er of that holy religion on which 
we depend for all our sanctions 
while sojourning here below, und 
which furnishes to us all our hopes 
and prospects in that Grand Ledge 
for which we are all candidates ? 
If so, he is no mason ; and why call 
him one? Is the unfaithful, the 
censorious man, capable of teeling 
the dignified principles of masonry 
He 
that can hear his brother ridiculed 
or censured in his absence, and 
dare not defend him, is a coward 
and unworthy of the name of broth-. 
er; but should he be periidious 
enough to join it; he is a traitor; 
for he wounds you in the tender- 
est and most sensible part, your 
character and. reputation; like the 
midnight assassin, he Tobg you of 
that which is more precious than 
gold, at the time you are ineapa- 
ble of justifying or defending your- 
self; if these things are continued, 
where are our boasted morality, 
virtue, and the fruit of a well reg- 
ulated life? For, says the world, 
(and justly teo,) where are the 
hoasted piety and religion, which 
your society proposes ta instill {... 
In order to cohyince the world of 
the correctness of our tenets, let 
us practice what we possess. if 
not, let the world know in an o 
cial character that the Lodge is 
dissatisfied with such conduct, ; 
The institution of Fr ‘reemasonry 
in its ancient and original ‘purity’ 
was in reality what it now is ed 
inname. Then no unworth 
impious foot was permitted ta been 
upon the mosate-pavement, none but 
those who were emphatically pre 
pared to* understand and prevouneg 
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the shiboleth of Masonry ;” and if 
perchance either through duplici- 
ty or stratagem, any others should 
gain admitance and dare defile iis 
consecrated ground, the alarm was 
instantly given; traitor, imposter, 
noworthy hypocrite, were ‘loudly 
re-echoed by every faithful centi- 
nel, and the unworthy member was 
recognized as a disturber of their 
peace and harmony, and immedi- 
ately cast over among the rubbish. 

Such, my brethren, were the bright 
prospects and the unsullied purity 
of Ancient Free-masonry, when 
none were permitted to participate, 
in the enjoyment of its sublime 
mysteries but the traly mevitori- 
ous; and such would be its present 
condition and influence upon soci- 
ety did we use similar vigilance, 
and exercise similar independence. 

But my Brethren, is this the fact; 
Will such be our vigilance in the 
admission of members; willsuch be 
our masonic freedom, and indepen- 
dence in reproving severely though 
justly; in chastising acts of profan- 
ity, drankenness, and every other 
species of immorality? If not, for 
the want of independence, and by 
the continuance of such characters 
among us, the beauty, the harmo- 
py; and the usefulness of the whole 
MASONIC FABR’ (AND PARTICULARLY 
THIS LODGE WILL P% MATERIALLY | IN- 


JURED. 


MASONRY SURVIVES, the sole 
relic of antiquity, bt ached with 
the hoar of age, bearing, ali the 
marks of youth about it, and diffu- 
ging, as in the days of its greatest 
glory, the munificence of its dis- 
pensations. And while its princi- 
ples are unadulterated; while its 
land-marks are unimpaired ; while 
its m\s'eries remain engraven upon 
the hearts of its votaries, never— 
never—never to be reveated; it 
wil! continue to defy .he shafts of 
persecution, as it has heretofore 
defied the ravages oftime. “The 


rains may descend, and the floods 








| 


come, anf the winds may blow ana 
beat upon it,—it will fail not,” for 
like the house of the wise man, it 
is founded upon the “rock of eternal 
truth,’ and it will stand as it has 
stood, until the coming of that aw. 
ful and inevitable moment, 


‘“When wrapp’d in fire, the realms 
of Ether glow, 

And heayen’s last thunder shakes 

_ the world below.” 


Therefore, my brethren, let us, to 
make ourselves worthy of the name 
of masons and members of the on- 


ly surviying relic, of antiquity,. 


scrutinize the character of every. 
member, and let our threshhold be 
tyled by the sword of justice, free- 
ly drawn agains; the admission of 
every unworthy candidate, 
also, as Masons, we must endeayor 
to imitate the workmen of the 
Temple, where so much harmony 
prevailed, to cut, carve, and hew, 
and likewise, to bear burdens of 
humility, that we may have a part 


in that ( Temple not made with 


hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


To the Brothers of Chester Lodge. 
My Breruren, 

As you have elected me to 
preside over this Lodge, I accept 
the office with diflidence, knowing 
my inability to perform so impor 
tant a task; bet I shall, however, 
endeavor to discharge that duty, 
as far as it lies in my power, hop- 
ing to receive your generous as- 
sistance. May we conduct our- 
selves, not only as Masons in name 
but as Masons in deed; 
sist each other in passing through 
this rugged path of mortality, not 
forgettine, 3 in all cases to endeav- 
or to do as we would be done by, 
so that wnen we have finished the 
Severat parts assigned us in this 
world, 
this transitory life, we may meet 
in the bright regions of eternal 


bliss, and there sit down in broth- - 


And, 


aid and ase _ 


and when we shall leave . 
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stly love, “singing praises to God 

aid the Lamb, and to him that sit- 

teth on the throne forever and ev- 

er? | 

“On! tHov, the great fountain 

* of light, life, and love, 

Shed thy effulgent- beams on our 
Lodge from above, é 

And grant that in freedom we still 
may repose, 

And eseape all the snares of our 
Masonic foes ; | 

‘Till the great light of Masonry, 
which rose in the East 

Shalt encirle the globe, and illu- 
mine the West, 

Till oppression shall cease, and 
the globe shall be free; 

And from every arrar rise sweet 
incense to thee.” 
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to feel as beings, who beast 
they have a soul, had ever 
ought to feel,—another’s 
woe. 

You gave us the pass to a 
highér apartment in that sa- 
cred edifice, dedicatéd- to 
God, religion, and stience.— 
The corn, the wine and the 
oil have been measured for 
the wages of the mdustrious, 
—and we havé léarned the 
mystic allusion of the suspen- 
ded initial, emiting the daz- 
aling rays of glory. It has 
taught us how to meditate 
on the celestial character of 
Deity ;—how to approach the 








Eitracts from an Address, de- | 
before the Suffolk | , ue | 
Masonic Society, on the cel- | rental care ;+-and “the abso- 
| lute certainty of our momen- 
| 


livere 


ébration of their third Anm- 
versary, Alay 22d, A. L. 
5823. By Jerome V. C. 
Smirn, JZ. D. 


** * * * * By your indul- 
gence, we have been welcorm- 
ed on that mosai¢ pavement, 
that has taught this impor- 
tant truth, that life, hke the 
scenery of a play house, is 
Fapidly changing ;—now pros- 
perously floating, on the gen- 
tle waves of a summer’s sea 


—now, struggling for that libs 
‘erty; which the meanest rep- 


tile quietly enjoys. We love 
to contemplate the beautiful 
simplicity of thosé emblems 
that illustrate the peculiar 
varieties of fortune, and teach 


solémit ordinances of his wor- 
ship ;—how to value his_pa- 


tary dependance on a Su- 
preme Intelligence. While 
it has taught us that healthy 
plenty and péace, are the 
consequent results of a well 
spent life; it has at the same 
time convincéd us; that the 
only pass-word to the réalms 
of éternal felicity, is an unac- 
cusing conscience. ‘ 

A recital of the tragical 
death of an illustrious master’ 
in Israel, whose genius and 
intrinsic goodness were only 


| parallel in his’ annointéd co 


adjutor, givés a dignified 
weight to his memory,—and 
/ demonstrates, that the threat- 
‘enings of corrupt ambitiony 











nor the morbid appetite of 
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curiosity; should never mtim- 
idate us to forfeit our accred- 
ited and renowed reputation 
for inviolate faithfulness. The 
man who yields his’ honor,— 
the strongest bond connect- 
ing man to man,—or the 
bloody miscreant, who extorts 
a bioken sentence froma dy- 
ing voice, lingers out exist- 
ence in a terrestrial hell,— 
and the world stamps him 
for oblivion. But when the 
trusty sentinel falls upon the 
post of duty, guarding in the 
awful hour of death, the sa- 
cred palladium of his rights, 
a weeping world applauds, 
and ministering angels convoy 
his departing spirit to ever- 
lasting day. | 
The stone squarers of Leb- 
anon have not objected to 
our testimonials. Though 
obedience 1s the lesson for 
rninors, it secures the esteem 
of superiors, when time has 
ripened the understanding. 
In passing that chair, once 
the station of masonry’s dear- 
ést advocate, we have felt an 
honest desire to be prepared 
to discharge its concommit- 
ant duties;—to be in readi- 
ness to preside in the orphan 
family, and furnish consola- 
tion and charity to the dis- 


{ressed and bereaved. While | 


travelling the uneven paths 
df a short existence, it has 
Been our constant care to 
*nark well the precipices that 
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endanger the safety of thi - 
sojourner. pro 
‘The imposter’s unavoida 

ble fate has given a lastinggtt® 
impression,—and a new name, i 
which no one knows but itafpP!o! 
fortunate recipient, is a treas- ard 
ure that will command bread |t?™ 
among the wildest Arabs. 
While other societies have I 
wrangled among themselves, f 
and overthrown those first 
principles of order, which ¢4* 
they have been laboring to 
establish ;——while nations 
have perverted the basis of 
a constitution and execrated [Is b 
the rulers, who have been re 
elevated to conséquential au- y 
thority, we, in humblé. obe-. [ip 
dience to the sim/ple pandects ] . 
of masonry, have cultivated Th 
those domestic feelings, that. TI 
bind us in reciprocal acts of | 


0 


politeness, f, ae and | m 
gratetul esteem. ith “a 4 
x 


cheerfulness only known to 
those, who have acquitted . | y 
thentselvés satisfactorily,witl? | 
a heart felt pleasure we have R 
heard the Most Excéllent 
Mastér pronounce thé ac- 
complishment of his noble 
désizn. | ak 
No man is to be taken for 
a good mian aud true, until 
bis unimpeachable conduct 
and intercourse, has entitled 
him to that highly valued ap- 
pellation. Vice in her thou- 


sand varied hues, has a sedu- 
cing charm for every sensej 

















assions only constituted to 
Brotect, and increase the vol- 
e of individual happiness, 
ve but a poor wall to defend 
hose sterling virtues, that 
‘44lone, can promote a stand- 
ard usefulness. | Masonry 
annot exalt the man, who 
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rst We honor masonry be- 
ch feause it positively inculcates 


to (this sublime truth; that 
ns 
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The pomp of greatness, when ‘most 
excellent, 
Js but a bubble; a transitory noth- 
ing, 
That, like the meridian sun does 
, glare -. | il 
Upon the eyeballs of the world, to 
vex 
Them with its brightness. 
THE GRAND LODGE OF OHIO 
Closed its annual Grand Com- 
munication at Columbus, on thre 
15th of Jan, last. During the ses- 
sion, the following brethren weré 
chosen officers for the current 
year, to wit— | 
if. W. Charles R. Sherman, G. M. 
R. W. Henry Bacon, Dep. G. M. 
W. Samuel R. Miller, G. S. W. 
Samuel! Wheeler, G. J. W. 
Linco! Goodale, G. Treas. 
W#Abram 1. M’Dowel!, G.Sec. 
Rev. & Br. James M’Aboy, Gs C. 
Elntheros Cooke, G. Orator., 
William Fielding, G. Lec. 
Pardon Sprague, G. Mar.- 
John T. Jones, G. 5. D. 
Thomas Orr, G. J. D. 
William Long, G. 8. & T. 
Henry Sage, G. S. Bearer. 
J. Hivelline, G. Pursu- 
T. W. Cantield, 4 ivants. 
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addtess, a copy of which has beet 
solicited for the press; and onthe 
part of the Grand Lodge, resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted, 
expressive of the fraternal regard 
of ité members, for their retiring 
brother, and the high sense of ap’ 
probation with which they viewed 
his‘conduct, while in the discharge 
of the responsible duties of his of. 
fice. 

In dispatching the business of 
the Grand Lodge, that harmony 
and community of feeling ws eyin- 
ced, which should ever distinguish 
the labors of the craft. 





A dispensation was granted at 
thé last session of the Grand Lodge 
of this State, (Ohio,) fora lodge to 
be held in the town of Chester, 
Meigs County, Ohio, by the name 
of Chester Lodge: Their first 
Convention was held on the 12th 
| of Feb. last, when a discourse was 
delivered by Companion Simeon” 
De Witt Drown ;—and the follow. 
ing are the officers of said Lodge, 
viz. 

Br. Simeon D. W. Drown, W. Me™ 
John Curtis Bastew, S. W. 
George Saunders, J. W. 
Stephen Root, Treasurer. 
Peter Grow, Secretary. 
Randal Stivers, S. D. 

Combes Gray, J. Deacon. 
Edmund Bridges, 8. & Tyler.” 

** Regular communications on’ 
Thursday on or preceding the full 
of the moon, at 2 o’clock P. M.”’ 

Olive Branch. 
‘ ; ores = 

La Farette Lopce will be cor- 
secrated and its Officers installed 
in ample form on Wednesday Sep-* 
tember Ist, 5824, at Bedford, N. H- 


Departed this life on the 8th ult. 
our worthy Brotheft Jona. Ham” 
ilton of Lebanon, aged 60. His re~” 
1} mains were interred with masonic 





_The M. W.. Past Master; Joan 
Swow, on retiring from the chair, 
Gelivered a neat and appropriate 











: honors on the 10th. ‘The masonic 
brethren assembled at an carb 





































Wour at the Hall of Franklin Lodge, 


after making suitable arrange- 


ments, wa! tked in processien to the | 


Meeting-house, where we joined 
With the mourning widow and € xil- 


dren to pay our last respects to |; 


our deceased brother and friend, 
An appropriate discourse was de- 


FOR THE MASONIC CAStEt. 

W. Drorner Cuase, ; 
Dear Sir;—lIf you think the fot. 

lowing Ode worthy of a place -iy 

the ‘* Masonic Casket,” you’ wilf 

please insert it. | 


Respectfully, &c. 
FP Wore 





Sivered..on the occasion by Mr. 
Ford, after which our M. W. Grand | 
Master, James F. Pins delivered | 
a very fecling, solemn, and affec- | 
tionate address, much to the satis. | 
faction ofall present. After inter- | 
ring: the body, and attending to the | 
usual ceremonies at the grave, we 
returned to the Hall, feeling a 
hope, that though our brother was : 
gone to the house appointed for all. 
living, we might meet him again 
in the Grand Lodge above, where 
the Supreme Architett of thé Uniiz 
verse presides. 


WN. B. We hope to be furnished | 
with a copy of the Address for pubé 
lication in the Casket. 





ELEGANT EXTRACT. 


“The lotig, and uninterrupted 
existence of masonry in the worid, 
is a circumstance which cannot es- 
cape the observation of the con- 
templative, nor fail to excite some 
degree of wonder, in those, at least; 
who understand not its pare and 
well-formed system. 





ihe waste of time, through many || 


Fevolving ages; amidst the succes- 
tive revolutions of states and em- 
pires, of human laws, and customs, | 
it has remained without any | 
change in its principles, and with- | 
out any material aiteration in it: | 
original form.—Placed on the iim- | 
movable basis of the best natns | 
ral principles of the human heart, 
$ts pillars have remained unshak- 
en, amidst the rage of every vari- 
ed storm, and to this hour, have | 
auffered no decay.” 


WWasonte Register. 


| 
It has stood | 
| 


THE BIRTH OF MASONRY: 

ln Ode. ; 

When broodin® chaos, her fell 
, Wings uni furl? d, 

And. darkness hover'd o’er the 
gloomy world ; 


— 


O’er the vast deep Jehovah’ s spirit 


shone, 
The trembling world saw Ged, and 
gloom was gone. 





i Who, as he mov’d majestic o’er 


| the deep, 
| Bade darkness on the earth no more 
to sleep; 
Save some few hours denominated 
night, 4 
Thi new-born sun to reign in glo- 
rious light. 


*T was then the Architect divine 
Gave heay’n her stats} and bade 
them shine. 


When the gold compasses: he took 


in hand, 


Th’ affrighted sea rush’d from the 
| trembling land ; 





And arth’d it with a ceiling blue: 


The circle of the earth he drew; 
| 
| 


Order her measur’d lihé began; 
And gave her laws to godlike man; 


|) Sweet harmony her anthems sung, 
| Heov’n with angelic paeans Fung} 


Then giorious, heay’n-born Maé 
sOnry 
Arcse in radiant robe ; 
Bright daughter of the Lord on 


high, 

Enlightner of the globe. 
Now sons of Masonry rejoice, 
Proclaim your God with grateful 

voice, 
| 'Till we shall meet in joy and love 
_ Inthe Grabd Lodge the stars above. 


Lat! 

















